An Overview of Zechariah
Prepared by Trevor Bowen

Introduction – Lesson 1

Zechariah 1-3 (Waldron, p.76-81, p.161-163, p.236-241)

Wednesday November 8, 2006

Background:

The nation of Israel had generally rejected God’s prophets and spiritual leaders for almost one thousand years.  Eventually, God’s patience was exhausted.  The northern tribes of Israel were decimated and scattered by Assyria in 721 B.C. The southern tribes of Judah were destroyed by Babylon, and a small remnant was carried to captivity in waves, starting in 606 B.C.  In about 538 B.C., after 70 years in captivity, a portion of the original remnant returned home to Jerusalem with the blessings of the Persian king Cyrus and to rebuild the temple, the walls, and their land.

In 530 B.C., King Cyrus was killed in battle.  His son, Cambyses, assumed the throne.  Shortly thereafter, the regional enemies of the Jews sent a letter to the king, reporting that the Jews were rebuilding the temple.  They alleged that the Jews had a history of being rebellious and troublesome.  Cambyses ordered the building to be stopped until further investigation could be made.  Sadly, the Jews did not resist the decree, and they abandoned their efforts to rebuild the temple.

After Cambyses death, Darius the Great began to reign over Persia.  In the second year of his reign, two prophets were moved by God to exhort the people to return to work and holiness.  One of these prophets, Haggai, wrote a succinct and direct encouragement to resume building.  Zechariah’s immediate message is similar; however, his revelation is embedded in symbolic visions, plus his message contains numerous prophecies regarding the ultimate, spiritual kingdom of the Messiah.

Themes and the Big Picture:

· Apocalyptic – The book of Zechariah, much like the New Testament book of Revelation, is primarily based on a series of symbolic dreams and visions.  The message is rarely stated directly.  Instead, it must be decoded and deciphered from the symbols; therefore, it is a very difficult book to understand and interpret.  It is arguably more difficult to understand than the book of Revelation.  

The important point, especially in our limited overview, is to grasp the “primary message” in each vision.  It is extremely difficult and time consuming to try to understand the significance behind every element of each vision as intended.  Therefore, we must focus on the big picture, lest we “lose sight of the forest because of the trees”.


· “Great Expectations” – God had great plans for His people.  In fact, much of Zechariah’s message is spent describing God’s zeal for His people, the coming Messiah, and His kingdom.  A direct result of God’s hope and desire is the promise of protection, glory, and victory for His people.  Many of the expectations related to the physical remnant, who were rebuilding the temple and the nation.  Certainly, they were to make immediate application.  However, most of the prophecies also look ahead to the spiritual kingdom.  Of even the more immediate prophecies, most find ultimate fulfillment during the Christian age.


· Absolute Holiness – The primary lesson of this book is one of comfort and hope.  However, because of its glorious nature, something is necessarily required from the kingdom’s inhabitants.  God’s kingdom will be absolutely holy.  Everything in the kingdom will be dedicated to Him.  No wickedness of any form will be tolerated.  Therefore, God’s saints from all ages must strive to be holy, if they desire to partake in this ultimate kingdom.


· Sincere Repentance – One of the primary themes of this book is repentance, but it must not be a surface repentance.  It must be a sincere and profound transformation that overhauls the deepest constructs of the heart.  Anything less will ultimately produce further rejection by God and banishment from His spiritual kingdom of holiness.

Minor Themes:

· Conditional Blessing 

· Exoneration of the Prophet’s Source – See Deuteronomy 18:20-22
Bible Reading with Questions:
Introductory Call to Repentance – Zechariah 1:1-6

1. What was required of the Israelites for God to “return to them”?  Application?



2. How had the “fathers” of the remnant previously responded to God?



3. What was the result?  What happened to the fathers and the prophets?



4. Based on the above observations, what was the intended lesson for the Jews of Zechariah’s day?



5. Does the text indicate that they accepted the exhortation?


The Vision of Resting Horses – Zechariah 1:7-11

6. What kind of horses did Zechariah see in his first vision?  Whom do they represent?



7. What was their mission from God?

8. What were they doing in the vision?



9. After completing their mission, what was the status of the “earth”?  Significance?



10. What is the primary point of this vision?



The Lord’s Response - Zechariah 1:12-17

11. What was the angel’s response to the first vision?  How do you know?



12. Was the Lord Himself content with the current status of the earth?



13. Generally, what kind of plans did the Lord have in mind for Judah and Jerusalem?



14. What was God’s disposition toward those He had used to punish Israel?



Vision of the Four Horns - Zechariah 1:18-21

15. What is the significance of the “four horns”?  What do they represent?



16. What would happen to the four horns?  To Judah?




Vision of the Measuring Line - Zechariah 2:1-5

17. What was the significance of the man with the measuring line?  What would be the future of Jerusalem?



18. Why would Jerusalem not need walls like a fortress?



The Awakening of God - Zechariah 2:6-13

19. What instructions were given to God’s people?



20. How would God react toward those who would dare try to impede His instructions to His people?



21. Based on the glorious description found in this passage, do you think this refers to the physical remnant or the spiritual one – or both?  Please explain.



22. Does verse thirteen indicate that God was previously asleep?  Please explain how God could be “awoken” or “aroused”.


The Vision of the High Priests - Zechariah 3:1-10

23. Who was the High Priest during the time of Zechariah?



24. What was Satan doing to him?  What other cases can you recall, where we find Satan doing something similar to God’s people?



25. What was the significance of changing Joshua’s dirty clothes?



26. What is your reaction to Zechariah’s interjection, “Let them put a clean turban on his head”?



27. What commission was giving to Joshua?  What did Joshua first have to do, so he could just undertake the commission?



28. Was Joshua the High Priest who God ultimately had in mind?



29. Who did Joshua and his fellow High Priests represent?



30. What fantastic feat would this ultimate High Priest accomplish?


Visions of Comfort and Warning – Lesson 2

Zechariah 4-7 (Waldron, p.81-83, p.241-246)
Overview:

Chapters 4-6 contain the last of Zechariah’s recorded visions.  Although almost impossible to fully comprehend with absolute confidence, the main point is usually not too difficult to grasp in each vision.  The vision of the lampstand speaks of God’s power supporting His chosen leaders.  This was intended to encourage and comfort the leaders, but it should have also reaffirmed the foundation of their confidence in God – not the leaders, the people, or any other earthly source.  The visions of the flying scroll and entrapped woman both allude to the holiness of God’s kingdom:  No wickedness would be tolerated.  The final vision of the chariots indicates God’s power over all the earth, but it also indicates that His forces were on the move.  They were no longer waiting, as in chapter 1.

Zechariah 6:9-7:14 serve as an interlude between the visions (1:7-6:8) and the Messianic writings (8:1-14:21).  The instruction regarding the double crown was a clear foreshadowing of the Messiah, who would be both priest and king.  A literal crown was set aside as a memorial to this future event.  Chapter 7 leads with a telling question that indicates a heart problem remained even within the remnant.  They still had not learned the real reason for the captivity.  God answers their question by looking at the cause for the captivity, which sets up a contrasting description of the Messianic kingdom, which will be more fully described, beginning in chapter 8.

Themes and the Big Picture:

· Apocalyptic – Again, the symbolic visions offer the textual landscape an overwhelming, variegated richness of meaning.  In this brief overview, we should not try to interpret every element in the vision, but strive to understand the main point and allow the intense symbolism to emphasize God’s point.

· Absolute Holiness – The visions of the flying scroll and the entrapped lady both indicate God’s ultimate disposition towards wickedness.  This would of course serve as a warning to those who were trying to “straddle the fence”, but it would serve as a comfort to those who were genuinely and earnestly seeking God.  Since these visions ultimately refer to the Messianic kingdom, as its modern-day inhabitants, we should take their lessons directly to heart.


· Sincere Repentance – Many of the Minor Prophets reflect a consistent theme contrasting God’s desire for complete transformation of the inner man versus partial transformation, especially in outward appearance only.  This theme was first telegraphed in chapter 1 (1:1-6), and it is strongly reasserted, beginning in chapter 7.

· The Messiah – Again, we see foreshadowing of God’s ultimate priest and king.  Unlike the roles being distributed between Zerubbabel, who was leader and heir to the throne, and Joshua, who was the High Priest, these roles will be combined in the Messiah, who will serve as both priest and king.  The Messiah and His kingdom are primary subjects of the remaining chapters, but they are not without critical reference in this first half of the book.

Bible Reading with Questions:
Vision of the Lampstand and Two Olive Trees – Zechariah 4:1-14

1. Who, or what, is represented by the lampstand with seven lamps?



2. Who or what would empower Zerubbabel?  What Zerubbabel be empowered to do?



3. What do you think is the significance of the olive trees feeding the lamp bowl?



4. What encouragement do you find in this vision for you, today?


Vision of the Flying Scroll – Zechariah 5:1-4

5. What would the scroll do?



6. What is the message of this vision?



7. Given that this vision finds final fulfillment in the Messianic kingdom, as its modern-day inhabitants, what lesson does this vision offer for us?



Vision of a Woman in a Basket - Zechariah 5:5-11

8. Who or what did the woman represent?



9. What happened to her?



10. What is the lesson of this vision?



Vision of the Four Chariots - Zechariah 6:1-8

11. Looking at the explanation given by the angel, what does the valley between the two mountains represent?



12. Where did the horses go?  What did they do?



13. Without focusing on the significance of the various colors, what do you think is generally represented by the four chariots?


14. What do you think is the message of this vision?



15. How does this vision relate to the vision of the resting horses, Zechariah 1:7-11?



The Double Crown Bestowed Upon the High Priest - Zechariah 6:9-15

16. Whom did the High Priest represent?



17. What unique aspect of this foreshadowed role is symbolized by the double crown?



18. What prophecy is given as a test of Zechariah’s authenticity?



Inquiry Regarding Fasting - Zechariah 7:1-7

19. What question did the people ask of the Lord?



20. What events were commemorated in theses fasts?  Zechariah 7:5, 7 holds a clue, but you may have to consult a commentary or other historical reference.



21. What was their motivation for the fasts, according to the Lord?



22. What should they and their fathers done instead of the fasts? What applications could we make for ourselves, from this passage?


Reason for Captivity and Warning - Zechariah 7:8-14

23. What instruction was given to the original Israelites, who inhabited the land before the captivity? 



24. How did they react to God’s message and His prophets?



25. When did the Lord fail to acknowledge their pleas?



26. What was the ultimate cause for the captivity?



27. How does this relate to the original question regarding fasting?



28. How does this chapter relate to the rebuilding of the temple, or the book’s greater message?

“Let Your Hands Be Strong” – 
Lesson 3

Zechariah 8-11 (Waldron, p.83-84, p.246-251)
Overview:

At the beginning of chapter 7, some representative Israelites inquired concerning fasts dedicated to mourning various milestones in the destruction and captivity of Judah.  As we noted in the last lesson, the Lord began His answer with an inquiry into their motive for the observances.  Based on the almost rhetorical answer, the Lord essentially warned the remnant not to repeat the mistakes that caused the captivity.  In contrast to this admonition, chapter 8 indicates God’s zeal for Israel.  God desired to save His people, rebuild their city, and provide them peace – taking away any cause for further mourning.  Chapter 9 continues increasingly encourages by foretelling the destruction of Israel’s oppressors.  Furthermore, Zechariah’s prophecy promises peace, security, and salvation for God’s kingdom.

As addressed by other prophets, God’s people had been plagued with weak spiritual leaders, some even destructive and consuming.  Chapter 10 continues the Messianic theme by foretelling that God would reject their spiritual leaders, assume leadership as Chief Shepherd, and direct His people.  In chapter 11, Zechariah literally takes on the role of a shepherd, portraying God’s work as shepherd.  Ultimately foreshadowing Christ, Zechariah is rejected from being shepherd.  He also foretells the dissolution of forces that preserved God’s people, which were their covenant and their national identity.

Themes and the Big Picture:

· Repentance and Righteousness – Chapter 8 again touches on this practical theme.  God’s kingdom will be like Him – one of truth and righteousness.  Those who follow Him will be preserved, which should be cause for true joy.

· Prophecies Against Earthly Kingdoms – Like Isaiah’s burden, God reveals the fate of several earthly kingdoms to Zechariah.  The destruction of Philistia, as well as Tyre and Sidon, are foretold.  The Jews successful revolt against the Greeks is also foreseen.

· Preservation of God’s People – Although God offers specific promises relating to the Israelites’ rejection of the Greeks (Maccabees’ revolt), these promises find ultimate and permanent fulfillment in the establishment and protection of the Messianic kingdom.

· The Messiah – These chapters are rich with references to the Messiah and His coming kingdom.  Some prophecies are specific, like Jesus’ entrance to Jerusalem, and the price of His betrayal.  Other references are more general and refer to Christ’s rejection and His kingdom’s expansion.
Bible Reading with Questions:
Peace and Prosperity for the Remnant – Zechariah 8:1-17

1. What was God’s disposition toward Israel?

2. What is the significance of the last half of 8:6, “Will it also be marvelous in my eyes?”



3. What application would you make for us based on 8:8?



4. What was the essential reason why the remnant was to “not fear” and let their “hands be strong”?



5. Although not directly written to us, can we make application of the same promise to us?  Why?



6. What moral instructions were given to them?  How does this compare to the instruction given by the former prophets (7:9-11)?  How does this compare to the work of the flying scroll (5:2-4)?



Exoneration of the City – Zechariah 8:18-23
7. Why were the people to “love truth and peace” (8:19)?



8. When were verses 8:20-23 fulfilled?


Punishment of Israel’s Oppressors – Zechariah 9:1-8

9. Why do you think Israel was watching the Lord (9:1)?



10. Do you know when this prophecy against Tyre was fulfilled (9:1-4)?



11. Was the land of the Philistines to be razed before or after Tyre and Sidon?  How do you know?



12. What would be the ultimate fate of the Israelites’ ancient nemesis, the Philistines?



13. Would this unnamed punisher also afflict God’s people?



The Coming Messiah - Zechariah 9:9-10

14. How would the King come, and how would He reign?  When was this exact coming fulfilled?



15. Contrast His coming and reign with conventional kings.



Salvation of the Jews From Greece - Zechariah 9:11-17

16. To whom is this promise addressed?  Physical or spiritual Israel?  Why?



17. What would be the extent of their victory?  Would they become a world empire?



Return of the Shepherd - Zechariah 10:1-12

18. Who had the people been asking for rain?



19. What had the false shepherds done to the people?



20. Is the battle being discussed a literal or symbolic war?  How do you know?



21. What is meant by the references to Egypt, Assyria, drying of the river, etc.?



Abandonment of the Sheep - Zechariah 11:1-17

22. What kind of scene is painted in 11:1-3?



23. What is the ultimate doom of the flock?  For what purpose was Zechariah to feed them?



24. At this foretold time, will God show any preference to Israel?

25. Who does Zechariah represent in this allegory?



26. What two staffs did Zechariah create to tend the sheep, and what did the staffs symbolize?



27. What events are foretold by Zechariah’s firing of the shepherds?



28. How did the sheep respond?  How did Zechariah respond to them?



29. What did Zechariah do with his staffs, and what did his actions represent?



30. What event is foreshadowed in Zechariah 11:12-13?



31. To what kind of shepherds would the Lord abandon the flock?



32. What general series of events are predicted by Zechariah’s portrayal?

“The Lord’s Day” – Lesson 4

Zechariah 12-14 (Waldron, p.251-256)
Overview:

While chapter 9 begins with the burden against the nations, chapter 12 begins with the burden against Israel.  Although this message ultimately promised salvation to Israel, it foretold severe testing and persecution for God’s people.  While it would be a dark day and dreaded day for God’s people, it would ultimately prove to be a day of their salvation and triumph.

As before, it is difficult to nail down the exact fulfillment of each element in these prophecies.  Serious applications include Christianity’s triumph over Judaism and the destruction of Jerusalem.  Others have applied these chapters to the persecuting forces of the Roman Empire and God’s destruction of the Roman Empire.  Yet, others have taken a more general approach, abandoning the idea that these prophecies relate to any specific earthly force.  While the struggle between God’s forces and those of the Accuser is a perennial battle in this arena, it is hard to escape the somewhat limited application indicated by the temporal tag phrase, “in that day”.  Each of these events would transpire “in that day”, whatever that day may be.

Wild interpretations and other premillennial doctrines reserve the fulfillment of this text to the “Battle of Armageddon”.  Be on the lookout for difficulties in consistently maintaining the position that this text refers to a series of events yet future.

Themes and the Big Picture:

· Persecution and Suffering – God’s people would be scattered and tested.  Their persecution is manifested to serve as a refining process.  It would and does purify God’s people.

· Delayed Salvation – God’s people would ultimately be saved; however, it would appear very dark.  In fact, all hope would almost be extinguished, yet God would ultimately fight for His people and deliver them.  Longsuffering faith would be required of God’s people.

· The Messiah – These chapters are extremely Messianic, containing multiple references to Christ’s crucifixion, His kingdom, and the salvation ultimately offered by Him.

· Holiness – As in previous lessons, we again see the absolute holiness of God’s Messianic kingdom being emphasized.  Since this text primarily refers to our dispensation, this should provide ample and serious opportunity for self-examination.
Bible Reading with Questions:
Future Deliverance of Jerusalem – Zechariah 12:1-9

1. What would happen to those who attack Judah and Jerusalem?

2. Who would fight for Jerusalem?

3. What does 12:8 mean?



4. What would be the ultimate end of those who warred against Jerusalem?


The Pierced One – Zechariah 12:10-14

5. Whom does Zechariah prophesy that Jerusalem would pierce?



6. When was this fulfilled?  How was the “Spirit of grace and supplication” poured out on Jerusalem?



7. Can you find any New Testament references to this passage?



The End of Prophecy - Zechariah 13:1-6

8. What kind of fountain would be opened?  When was this fulfilled?



9. For whom was the fountain made available?



10. What things will be removed from the land?



11. What will happen to the prophets?  



12. Do you think this only refers to false prophets?  Why or why not?




The Shepherd and His Scattered Sheep - Zechariah 13:7-9

13. To what event does this refer in Jesus life?  Any New Testament references to this passage?



14. Who would take care of the scattered sheep?  In what way?



15. What would happen to the sheep?  In what ways do you think this was ultimately fulfilled?



16. What was the ultimate goal or culmination of this process?



The Day of the Lord - Zechariah 14:1-15

17. What could the inhabitants of Jerusalem expect to happen to their city?



18. In what way could spiritual Jerusalem be overtaken, even if partially?  Who would be spared?



19. What will happen to prevent the people from being utterly destroyed?



20. What is meaning or lesson of verses 6-7?



21. What would be the final outcome for Jerusalem?



22. What three things would contribute to the ultimate demise of those who fought against Jerusalem?



“Holiness to the Lord” - Zechariah 14:16-21

23. What will the survivors do?



24. What will happen to those who refuse?



25. How were these events fulfilled?



26. How will the inscriptions on horses and pots be changed?



27. What does this mean?  Application?



28. What is the significance of Canaanites no longer being found in the Lord’s house?

Conclusion

29. How many times did you find the phrase, “in that day”, in these three chapters?  To what day do you think this refers?



30. What things happened “in that day” which clearly eliminate a fulfillment that is yet future to us?




31. What lessons have you learned from this study?


Brief Outline of Zechariah
I. Introductory Call to Repentance (1:1-6)
II. Night of Visions (1:7-6:15)

A. Resting, Colored Horses (1:7-17)

B. Four Horns and Craftsmen (1:18-21)

C. Measuring Line (2:1-13)

D. Cleansing of the High Priest (3:1-10)

E. Lampstand and Two Olive Trees (4:1-14)

F. Flying Scroll (5:1-4)

G. Woman in a Basket (5:5-11)

H. Four Chariots with Colored Horses (6:1-8)

I. Commemoration of the Double-Crown (6:9-15)

III. Mourning Turned Into Joy (7:1-8:23)

A. Peoples’ Inquiry and Motivation About Fasting (7:1-7)

B. Obedience Preferred over Ritualistic Mourning (7:8-14)

C. Future Prosperity of Jerusalem (8:1-23)

IV. Earthly Kingdoms versus The Messianic Kingdom 

A. Destruction of Earthly Kingdoms (9:1-11:17)

1. Failure of Hadrach, Syria, Phoenicia, Philistia, and Greece (9:1-8, 11-17)

2. Contrast: Nature of the Messiah’s Coming, Rule, and Territory (9:9-10)

3. Displacement of False Shepherds; Triumphs of God’s Shepherd (10:1-12)

4. Rejection of the Shepherd – Destruction of Jerusalem (11:1-17)

B. Establishment and Preservation of the Messianic Kingdom (12:1-14:21)

1. Divine Defense during Siege (12:1-9)

2. Death of the Shepherd, Atonement for Sin, End of Miracles, and Beginning of Persecution (12:10-13:9)

3. Divine Deliverance of the City (14:1-15)

4. Holiness Unto the Lord (14:16-21)

Everybody is building a temple to somebody.

Whose temple are you building?


































































































































































































































































































































































































































