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“Today’s Decisions Affecting Tomorrow” 
Trevor Bowen
I. Introduction – Choose Wisdom

A. The impact of many decisions is far-reaching and is often unapparent at the moment:

1. The wisdom of the just man’s path grows increasingly brighter as time progresses towards perfection (Proverbs 4:18).

2. The consequences of the wicked man’s folly are unseen and surprise him as he is ruined (Proverbs 4:19).

B. Foresight must be applied so that preparations can be made.
1. Learn the lesson from the parable of the unjust steward (Luke 16:1-9).

2. Remember, even the foolish reach out for wisdom – but too late (Proverbs 1:20-32; 5:11-14, 21-23).

C. Why?
1. It will bring you glory and honor (Proverbs 8:15; 3:16; 4:8).

2. It will bring you peace, joy (Proverbs 3:2, 17; 12:20).

3. It will bring you life and salvation (Proverbs 9:10-12).

4. And, it will enable you to bring the same to others (Proverbs 15:22-23; 11:14; Psalm 37:30).

II. Foundation:  Putting God First – Choosing To Be a Committed Christian

A. Wisdom begins with God (Proverbs 1:7)
1. Become a young, devoted Christian (Ecclesiastes 11:9-12:7).
2. Continue in daily Bible study (Psalm 119:97-105; Ephesians 3:3-5; Psalm 1:2; II Timothy 3:14-17; II Timothy 2:15)
a) Are you busier than Joshua, leader of the Israelite nation (Joshua 1:7-8)?

3. Be diligent in prayer and meditation upon God’s Word (James 1:5-8; Psalm 63:6; 77:6; Matthew 26:41)
4. Consider Bible examples who faced situations similar in principle (I Corinthians 10:6, 11-13; Romans 15:4; Ecclesiastes 1:9-10)

5. Remember all preparation is vain without the Lord’s blessing (Psalm 127:1-2)
6. Eliminate character flaws that dismiss wisdom and reject it (rage, self-confidence, etc. – Proverbs 14:16)
B. We must be decisive – early:
1. We must love God and seek His kingdom first and foremost (Matthew 22:37-40; I John 5:3; Matthew 6:33; I John 2:15-17).
2. We must make up our mind absolutely (James 1:5-8; 4:1-8).
3. We must count the cost (Luke 9:57-62; 14:25-33).

4. We must make specific plans about doing specific good and rejecting specific evils (Daniel 1:8-13).
5. We must not lay traps for ourselves (Romans 13:14).

6. We must remove barriers and weights that will slow us down or possibly stop us (Hebrews 12:1-2; II Timothy 2:4; Matthew 5:29-30; 13:24).

7. We must avoid identification with sin – Remember your influence:
a) Before other Christians – Don’t encourage them to sin (I Corinthians 8:1-13; 10:23-33).
b) Before the lost – Don’t give them an excuse to remain in sin (II Samuel 12:13-14; Romans 2:24; I Peter 2:11-12; 3:15-16; Titus 2:7-8).

C. Rephrase these points as questions, so you can use them to examine yourself on any decision (II Corinthians 13:5; James 1:22-26):

1. List your top, essential priorities.  Which options best satisfy your priorities according to your order?

2. Are you praying, studying, and meditating on the decision?  Decisions with greater potential for impact merit greater consideration.
3. According to the Bible, would God approve or disapprove of your decision?  Are you seeking to please God or men (John 12:42-43)?  If He would disapprove, or if you are not sure, then you need to go back to step #1.

4. Have you resolved your mind?  If not, you may need to go back to step #1.

5. Estimate any significant sacrifices, which may be required, to realize your decision.  Be ready to make these sacrifices, if required.  If they seem unpleasant or scary, you may need to go back to step #1.

6. Have you made detailed plans (exact responses, wording, timing, etc.) to accomplish specific good (name each good thing) while avoiding specific evils (name each potential pitfall)?

7. Continued self-examination:

a) Have you considered Bible examples or wisdom for guidance?

b) Will this choice result in greater exposure to temptation?  Maybe temptation in an area of weakness and repeated failure?

c) Is this choice making it easier or harder for you to do what is right?  Are you entangling yourself in the affairs of this world?
d) How will your decisions influence those who know you?
e) Are you being honest with yourself (Proverbs 26:16; James 3:14)?

III. Choose Godly Companions
A. Have you at least answered the “checklist questions” concerning this topic?  Remember Joshua’s mistake with the Gibeonites (Joshua 9:1-19).
B. Our friends have tremendous influence on us:

1. Evil companions will corrupt us (I Corinthians 15:33; Proverbs 12:26; 13:20; Psalm 119:63).

2. However, we cannot isolate ourselves from the world (I Corinthians 5:9-13).
3. Conclusion: Frequent or intimate relationships must be godly for our sake (II Corinthians 6:14-18).  Occasional contact with others should be welcomed as opportunity to influence them.

C. Areas of application:
1. High school
2. Away from home and at college

3. “Friendly” dating
4. Movies, music, games, internet and other influences

a) Have you researched the activity before “jumping in feet first”?

5. Do we prefer to associate with more worldly people or more godly people?

a) Would these companions enjoy going to a gospel meeting, Bible study, singing, etc.?

6. What is the opinion of respected, godly saints about these friends or activities?  Have you sought their counsel (I Kings 12:1-15)?
IV. Choose a Pure Career – Going to College
A. Have you at least answered the “checklist questions” concerning this topic?  Remember David’s mistake with the transportation of the ark (I Chronicles 13:1-4).
B. Is the environment “anti-Christian”?

1. Most schools and jobs are “amoral”, being neither inherently good nor evil.

2. However, some schools and jobs attract more ungodly people than others.
3. Therefore, some offer more temptations, while others offer more encouraging influences.

C. Will the local congregation be helpful?  Or discouraging?

1. Have you visited the local church?

2. What kind of teaching will they offer you?

3. Will you have godly companions, who are true Christians – not just in name only?

4. Have you questioned others about the spiritual health of this congregation?

5. Will anybody notice and contact you if you are not present and involved?

6. What opportunities does it offer for your growth?

D. Will you be able to demonstrate a zealous work ethic in this field (Colossians 3:22-25; Ephesians 6:5-9; I Peter 2:18; I Timothy 6:1-2)?

E. Will you be able to support a family as a man, or as a woman in case of emergency (I Timothy 5:4, 8)?

V. Choose a True Leader or Helper

A. Have you at least answered the “checklist questions” concerning this topic?  Remember the mistake of the “wisest man” (I Kings 11:1-8).
B. Who to marry?  First and foremost:  Someone with similar beliefs and convictions regarding their primary relationships – with you and God (Amos 3:3)
1. “Test the spirits”; Don’t just take their word for it.  Some people deliberately deceive others, while some people have deceived themselves (I John 4:1; Matthew 26:33-35; 69-75).
2. Agreed in religion:  A true, sincere Christian – not just in name (II Corinthians 6:14-18)
a) Your decision expresses your love toward God (Deuteronomy 7:3-4; Joshua 23:11-13; Matthew 6:33; I John 2:15-17).

b) Learn from the mistakes of others:

(1) Solomon (I Kings 3:9-12; 4:29-30; 11:1-8)

(2) Jehoshaphat and his son, Jehoram (II Chronicles 18:1; I Kings 22:44; II Chronicles 19:2; 20:35-37; I Kings 22:48-49; II Chronicles 21:1-6; II Kings 8:18)

(3) Priests and leaders of the return from Israelite captivity (Nehemiah 13:23-28; 10:28-30; Ezra 9:1-10:44)
c) Your decision expresses your love toward your children (Ephesians 6:4; Titus 2:5).

d) True love will love what you love truly (Ruth 1:16).  If someone does not love the God you love, then he or she does not truly love you.

3. Agreed in roles of husband and wife (Ephesians 5:21-33; 6:1-4; Titus 2:4-5; I Timothy 2:8-15; I Corinthians 11:3).

4. How does your potential mate compare to God’s ideal?

a) A virtuous woman “worth far above rubies” (Proverbs 31:1-3, 10-31)

b) A tested man of integrity (Job 31)

C. Some issues are less critical than others, but are still important:

1. Agreed in discipline methods for children (Proverbs 13:24).

2. Agreed in career goals?  Don’t marry a sluggard or a slob (Proverbs 6:6-11; 10:26; 18:9; Titus 2:4-5).

3. Agreed in modesty and other moral concerns (I Timothy 2:8-9; I Peter 3:3-4)?

4. What other points of application could be made?

D. Decide and agree on level of expressed affection, while dating unto marriage.  Do not wait to decide “in the heat of the moment” – too late!
1. Christians are to “flee youthful lusts” – Don’t get as close as possible (II Timothy 2:22; Proverbs 6:23-28).

2. Some aspects of the bodies and their movements have a sexual influence and are reserved for marriage.

a) Some innocent expression is permissible before marriage (Song of Solomon 1:1-3).

b) Compare Solomon’s description of his wife before and after marriage (proposal and ceremony, Song of Solomon 3:4-11; marriage speech, Song of Solomon 4:1-16; after marriage night, Song of Solomon 5:10-16; 7:1-10).  This places limits on all the senses.

c) Solomon’s somewhat figurative, but very explicit instruction for young men also defines what is reserved for marriage (Proverbs 5:11-23).

d) Affection that is unbounded or driven by uncaring lust - instead of love - is always condemned (Romans 13:13; I Peter 4:3; Galatians 5:19).
e) Do not “awaken” nor “stir up love” before its time (Song of Solomon 2:7; 3:5; 8:4)
E. Do not be desperate to marry.  It is not guaranteed.  In fact, in some circumstances, you may be happier as unmarried (I Corinthians 7:25-40).  If you settle on spiritual issues, you will regret it and suffer for your lifetime (Proverbs 21:9; 10:26).

VI. Choose a Wise Master Builder
A. Have you at least answered the “checklist questions” concerning this topic?  What kind of city do you seek?  Are you being like:
1. Abraham – seeking spiritual city (Hebrews 11:8-10, 13-16)?

2. Lot – seeking best carnal environment (Genesis 13:8-13; 19:1-38)?  Remember what happened to Lot and his family.
B. All of the questions regarding school and career apply here, but are now even more crucial, because of children and duration of influence.
C. Additionally consider:

1. Hours?  Will your job demand long hours, which could have been spent with family, church, or teaching the lost?

2. Travel?  Will your job require frequent travel that prohibits you from being a consistent influence on your family and servant in the kingdom (Deuteronomy 6:6-9; Ephesians 6:4; Hebrews 12:5-11)?

3. Adequate Income?  Will your job provide sufficient income (Ecclesiastes 7:12)?  Must balance this wisdom with warnings against greed or love of money (I Timothy 6:6-10; 17-19; Luke 12:15-21).

4. Are you working for your self, or to support family and to do good for others (Ephesians 4:28)?
D. Move to a new city if your first choice proves to be detrimental to the spiritual well-being of your family!  Remember Abraham…
VII. Conclusion

A. Are you seeking to make wise decisions?

B. Really?  Prove it to yourself and God.  At a minimum, consider the spiritual checklist from Point II.C for every major decision.
C. What is your reaction to this study?

1. Does it make you mad, or do you think you can handle the dangers (Proverbs 14:16)?
2. Are you a “doer” or a “hearer” (Matthew 7:21-23)?
3. Are you building upon “rock” or “sand” (Matthew 7:24-28)?

D. Making wise decisions will prove somewhat harder for the near future.  Some will mock you (Matthew 5:11-12; II Timothy 3:12).

E. However, the wisdom of godly decisions “shines ever brighter unto that perfect day”.  

F. On many future days, still yet to come, you will thank the Lord for the wisdom He has made available to you, if you choose to follow it.
G. “Get wisdom! Get understanding! ….  Wisdom is the principal thing; Therefore get wisdom. And in all your getting, get understanding.  … Keep her, for she is your life”

For more discussion on these topics, please visit the following web-site:

http://www.insearchoftruth.org
The Battle For The Soul





Eastside Church of Christ


110 French Way


P.O. Box 841


Athens, AL  35612


256-232-4666


www.eastside-church.org
























































PAGE  

