PSALMS                                                                                          Lesson 2

Psalm 1

Introduction


There seems no better place to start a study of the Psalms than in Psalm 1.  As we strive to get a sampling of the many types of psalms present in this collection, we will be jumping around the book, but Psalm 1 gives us a wonderful place to start.  It serves as an introduction to the main ideas that are laid out throughout the collection, and could very well be used as an introduction to the entire bible.  This Psalm addresses the contrast between good and evil.  In six short verses, it describes the nature of the righteous man, the nature of the wicked man and God’s role in the judgment and separation of the two.

The Righteous Man

I.
The Psalmist begins by telling us what the righteous man does not do:


A.
 Walk in the counsel of the Ungodly


B.
Stand in the path of sinners


C.
Sit in the Seat of the Scornful

II.
He then describes what he will do:


A.
Delight in the law of the Lord


B.
Meditate on the Law day and night


C. 
Be like a tree planted by the rivers of water

The Wicked Man

I.
Simple statement:  “The ungodly are not so”


A.
Lack all the characteristics of the righteous man

II.
They are like the chaff that the wind drives away


A.  
Easily separated from the wheat

III.
They cannot stand in the judgment, or in the congregation of the righteous


A. 
Compare to vs. 1

B.
The righteous and wicked can not, and will not occupy the same space, here or in the judgment.

God’s Role

I.
God knows the way of the righteous.


A. 
He recognizes the path of the righteous and condones it

B. 
He knows those who “delight in the law” and “meditate on it day and night”

C.
They shall continue

II.
But the way of the ungodly will perish


A.
Not recognized by God, and therefore destroyed.

Conclusion


To be considered among the righteous we must delight in God’s law, study it, and strive to do what is found therein.  If we choose this path, we can become strong, acceptable servants of God, as described in Ps. 1:3.  However, the all powerful, all seeing God has the ability to discern those who do not truly adhere to his word.  He will, in the judgment, separate the righteous from the wicked, as the chaff is separated from the wheat.  Until then, we have the responsibility to separate ourselves from those who are corrupt, and strive to do what is right.

Questions

1.  How would you classify this Psalm, and why?

2.  Define “delight” as found in vs. 2.  What does this tell us about the attitude of the righteous man?

3.  Compare the metaphor found in vs. 3 with the parable of the sower found in Matt. 13.

4.  Consider the “progressive” nature of verse 1, and compare/contrast with the “stagnant” nature of verse 5.

5.  Discuss the intimate nature of God with the righteous man.

