"Let not your heart be troubled; you believe in God, believe also in Me.

"In My Father's house are many mansions; if it were not so, I would have told you. I go to prepare a place for you.

"And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and receive you to Myself; that where I am, there you may be also."  John 14:1-3  (see also Matthew 5:12; 25:31-40, 46; II Corinthians 5:1; Revelation 21:1-22:5)

It is because of these basic motivations that most people become Christians.  However, as we mature, God provides other forms of motivation that should encourage us to do His will.

Sense of Duty

As we grow and learn more about God, His power, and His majesty, we begin to appreciate the debt that we owe Him as our Creator.

"God, who made the world and everything in it, since He is Lord of heaven and earth, does not dwell in temples made with hands.  Nor is He worshiped with men's hands, as though He needed anything, since He gives to all life, breath, and all things.


"And He has made from one blood every nation of men to dwell on all the face of the earth, and has determined their preappointed times and the boundaries of their dwellings, so that they should seek the Lord, in the hope that they might grope for Him and find Him, though He is not far from each one of us."  Acts 17:24-27
Since He has given us life, we owe Him our service, but more importantly, we should also feel indebted because He paid for our ruined souls with the sacrifice of Jesus upon the cross:

"Or do you not know that your body is the temple of the Holy Spirit who is in you, whom you have from God, and you are not your own?"

"For you were bought at a price; therefore glorify God in your body and in your spirit, which are God's."  I Corinthians 6:19-20  (see also I Peter 1:15-19)

Therefore, we are obligated to God for giving us life twice.  The first unrepayable debt is our creation, and the second is our opportunity for spiritual restoration through Jesus' blood.

The Noblest Motivation - Love

The responsibility that we may feel toward God is not the final motivation that a mature Christian should realize.  Ultimately, Christians will grow to the point that they appreciate the love and sacrifice that God made for us through Jesus' death. 

"For when we were still without strength, in due time Christ died for the ungodly.

"For scarcely for a righteous man will one die; yet perhaps for a good man someone would even dare to die.  But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us."  Romans 5:6-8

"In this is love, not that we loved God, but that He loved us and sent His Son to be the propitiation for our sins. ... We love Him because He first loved us."  I John 4:10,19

As a Christian grows and becomes more like Jesus, our example, he or she will be motivated to obey God out of their love for God and for others.  This is the noblest motivation.

Conclusion

God has provided three progressive forms of motivation to encourage us to obey His will.  Depending on the temptation and our maturity, certain inspirational thoughts will be more effective.  A person deciding whether to become a Christian will probably be more strongly motivated by the fear of hell and the hope of heaven.  Realizing that the fate of a person's eternal soul hangs in the balance is a sobering motivation to wake up and make the right decisions.  As we mature spiritually and better understand God's love, our conviction to obey God grows and becomes more steadfast. Eventually, we should choose to do what is right, even for those who neither appreciate it nor reciprocate our love. We must learn to love as God loved us.  All of these motivations provide powerful inspiration for appreciating God and strongly desiring to obey His will for us.
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"Why Should I Care?"

Whenever someone reads any article, the first question often asked is, "Why should I care?".  "What motivation should I have for studying, or even skimming, this article?".  Maybe when you read an article about trying to live according to God's will, you also ask yourself these questions.  From the Bible, we know that these questions are both important and relevant. The Lord first recognized their importance and provided three progressive answers to our question, "Why should I care about God's will and obeying Him?".

Fear of Hell and Hope of Heaven

The most basic motivation that the Bible offers is the threat of punishment if we do not obey God; however, the wrath that awaits us is not an immediate punishment in this life.  Though disobedient people face consequences in this life, the ultimate and final punishment will be executed on the last day - eternal separation from God in hell:

"... When the Lord Jesus is revealed from heaven with His mighty angels, in flaming fire taking vengeance on those who do not know God, and on those who do not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ.

"These shall be punished with everlasting destruction from the presence of the Lord and from the glory of His power"  II Thessalonians 1:7-9  (see also Matthew 5:27-30; 10:28; 13:40-42; 25:41-46; Romans 2:5-9)

Not only does God motivate us through the fear of hell, He also encourages us through the promise of eternal rest in heaven with Him:
